
The Stara Kuća 
“The Old House” 

Our Stara Kuća is a traditional, oak home 
originally built in the village of Majur, a 
few miles from the Bosnian border (purple 
marker on the map). 
 
During the Homeland War of 1991~95, 
many Serb families who lived in the border 
region of the  Krajina, were forced to leave 
their homes.  As they rebuilt their lives in 
other parts of the former Yugoslavia,  
plans to return to their abandoned villages 
were gradually set aside.    Many             
reluctantly put up their old Croatian 
homes for sale.   
 
We bought the Stara Kuća from one such 
family.  On the day of the sale, old Mr. Sa-
senovića, now living in Serbia, brought his 
grandson to see the family home and vil-
lage for one last time.   After twenty years 
the chaos of their hasty departure was still 
evident . . .   wardrobes thrown open with 
linen and clothes still hanging on the rails, 
unmade beds and the pantry shelves lined 
with empty jars ready to be filled with pre-
serves.   
 
The heavy oak beams are over 150 years 
old.  They have borne witness both to the 
many generations of simple village life and 
the turbulence of Balkan history.   



 

First of all, the plaster had to be stripped 
from the  wooden frame. You will see 
deep gouges on several of the wooden 
beams inside the house—these were 
necessary to hold the plaster onto the 
wood.    Each beam was carefully 
marked before dismantling.     
 
You will also see many blackened roof 
beams.  Smoke would rise from the fire 
downstairs and cure meats which were 
hung from the rafters in the loft.   
 
We had hoped to keep the roof tiles but 
they were too fragile. 
 
The reconstruction of our “Stara Kuća” 
has been faithful to the beauty and 
strength of the original.  We hope you 
will be very comfortable . 
 
 


